6267 Castille Ct., 
Gloucester K1C 1X4 
“po* : 
“F3°, “rae. 


~) 


October 26, 1989 


Dear “F1*, 


Canada's Minister of Health and Welfare, Mr. Perrin Beatty, 
has written a number of his colleagues in the federal government, 
opposition parties, the Canadian Human Rights Commission, and 
outside government, acknowledging their many inquiries on behalf 
of the environmentally sensitive, and stating ''Please be assured 


that your concerns are recognized." 


He has indicated that "I will send you details as soon as we 
have reviewed the problem and developed a plan for consultation 
and cooperation with the groups in the main stream of this 
problem. Please rest assured I am aware of the problem and am 
ensuring that we address the situation in an adequate manner." 


I strongly recommend you write Mr. Beatty to thank him for 
placing our concerns on his agenda. JI also recommend you 
include a very brief summary of the nature of problems your 
members are experiencing, with special emphasis on how past 
problematic attitudes in officialdom have hurt persons with this 
disability as much by undermining our general credibility as 
through the denial of health services. 

77 wens 

It has only since we have used this framing of the issue 
that it has moved forward. The stance is that the illness has 
always existed. The question is not whether the problem is real 
or not, but rather why did people in officialdom describe us as 


loony? 


Why, without any supporting evidence of any credibility, and 
without due process, did the federal government make statements 
that were extremely harmful to members of this disabled group? 
What will it do to clean up lingering misconceptions it helped 
foster? 


For many, statements to the effect that we were crackers did 
more harm than the disability itself. Families broke up. People 
didn't get reasonable accommodation in the workplace. Careers 
ended. Professional reputations were ruined. Some people died, 
and others, unwilling to live their lives unfairly branded as 
mentally ill and unable to get any co-operation from authorities, 
took their lives. 


There are many other important issues that the Canadian 
health care system has to come to terms with as a result of the 


2 


environmentally sensitive coming out of the closet, such as 
research, provincial health care delivery, and so on. But I hope 
you will share my feeling thatyunless problematic attitudes are 
addressed, all these other issues will be more difficult to get 
action on, I trust you have had this experience. 


While it is important that Mr. Beatty hear from as many 
groups as possible, it is also important that the groups share 
some common goals and strategy,if we are to make the most of this 
"consultation" process. As someone who has worked more or less 
full time lobbying these issues federally, I would be happy to 
provide more information about the lay of the land in the 
capital. 


You might consider copying your letter to Mr. Beatty to just 
a few of the many others who have been key in moving the issue 
forward. You may wish to send the copy with a short thanks to: 


Dr. Bruce Halliday, M.P., 

Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Human Rights, Past Chairman, Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Health and Welfare, 
House of Commons, 

Ottawa. KIA OAS 

Mr. Max Yalden, 

Chief Commissioner, 

Canadian Human Rights Commission, 

13th f1- 320 Queen St., 

Ottawa. <XI1A 1E1 


The Hon Alan Redway, P.C., M.P., 
Minister of State (Housing), 
House of Commons, 

Ottawa. K1A OA6 


Charles Caccia, M.P., 

Former Liberal Environment Minister, 
House of Commons, 

Ottawa. K1A OA6 


Rey Pagtakhan, H.P. 

Associate Liberal Health Critic 
House of Commons, 

Ottawa. KIA OAG6 


Sheila Copps, M.P. 

Former Liberal Health Spokesperson 
House of Commons 

Ottawa K1A OAG6 


~~ 


Joy Langan, M.P. 
NDP Social Affairs Critic, 
House of Commons, 
Ottawa. X1A CAG 


Nancy Lawand, 

Executive Director, 

Secretariat Responsible for the Status of 
Disabled Persons, Secretary of State, 

13th floor, Jules Leger Building, 

Ottawa. X1A OM5 


Please remember Health and Welfare is NOT responsible for 
health care delivery. Areas of responsibility they have 
acknowledged that relate to environmental sensitivity include: 


1) control of chemicals in air, food x and water, 
2) adviféF on health implications of 1), 
3) federal employees health care and compensation, 


Like any of us, they are responsible for the consequences of 
their own actions, of course, which is why an appeal based on 
righting their past indiscretions has moral and political weight. 
Seeing as Health and Welfare helped create the mess we're in, 
surely Mr. Beatty should direct his officials to help us out. 
Most people who've put forward the concern have mentioned public 
education, and education in the health communities, as being our 
number one requirement. (Perhaps you would like to re-inforce 
that view?) “ 


If you would like further information please give me a call, 
or write. JI have four years experience using video in community 
animation and social action processes, five years as a TV 
journalist with CBC in Ottaway and four years working more or 
less full time successfully lobbying the federal government on 
human rights issues relating to environmental sensitivity, during 
which time I have supported myself with media consulting 
contracts. 


Good luck. Don't forget, they put up six million to save 
beluga whales in the Montreal Basin...we should be worth at least 
as much,..It might be a good idea to copy all correspondence 
sent to Mr. Beatty to the other groups listed ;below) as I have. 


\! 


Sincerely, ° 
4 


Chris Brown 
(613) 837 7173 


Allergy and Environmental Sensitivity Society 
Box 685 

Lower Sackville 

Nova Scotia Bac 1M1 


Advocacy Group for the Environmentally Sensitive 
706-1450 Sheppard Ave. W. 

Downsview 

Ontario M3M 2X1 


Allergy Foundation of Canada 
Box 1904 Saskatoon 
Saskatchewan S7K 355 


Candida Research Foundation 
598 St. Clair Ave. W. 
Toronto 

Ontario M6C 1A6 


Clean Air Environmental Allersy Society 
Box 46633, Stn G 

Vancouver 

British Columbia V65R 4K8 


Small and Associates 

(authors: Healthy Environments for Canadians) 
RR 1 

Goodwood 

Ontario LOC 1A0 


Society for Clinical Ecology and Environmental Medicine 
c/o Dr. John Molot 

309-185 Somerset W. 

Ottawa 

Ontario K2P OJ1 


Allergy and Environmental Health Association 
President, Ed Lowans 

RR 1 Caledon Fast 

Ontario LON LEO 


Parents of the Environmentally SRS TETHER: 
Box 434, Stn R 

Toronto 

Ontario M4G 4C3 


Jacky Roddy, A®HAO 
10 George St. N 
Cambridgey 
Ontario N1S 2M7 


' 


; 6267 Castille Ct., 


: Gloucester K1C 1X4 
ABHA/Jacky Roddy, 
10 Géorge N., 


Cambridge, Ontario. 


October 26, 1989 


Dear AEHAOJacky Roddy, 


Canada's Minister of Health and Welfare, Mr. Perrin Beatty, 
has written a number of his colleagues in the federal government, 
opposition parties, the Canadian Human Rights Commission, and 
outside government, acknowledging their many inquiries on behalf 
of the environmentally sensitive, and stating "Please be assured 


that your concerns are recognized." 


He has indicated that "I will send you details as soon as we 
have reviewed the problem and developed a plan for consultation 
and cooperation with the groups in the main stream of this 
problem. Please rest assured I am aware of the problem and am 
ensuring that we address the situation in an adequate manner." 


I strongly recommend you write Mr. Beatty to thank him for 
placing our concerns on his agenda. I also recommend you 
include a very brief summary of the nature of problems your 
members are experiencing, with special emphasis on how past 
problematic attitudes in officialdom have hurt persons with this 
disability as much by undermining our general credibility as 
through the denial of health services. 


It has only since we have used this framing of the issue 
that it has moved forward, The stance is that the illness has 
always existed. The question is not whether the problem is real 


or not, but rather why did people in officialdom describe us as 
loony? 


Why, without any supporting evidence of any credibility, and 
without due process, did the federal government make statements 
that were extremely harmful to members of this disabled group? 
What will it do to clean up lingering misconceptions it helped 
foster? 


For many, statements to the effect that we were crackers did 
more harm than the disability itself. Families broke up. People 
didn't get reasonable accommodation in the workplace. Careers 
ended. Professional reputations were ruined. Some people died, 
and others, unwilling to live their lives unfairly branded as 
mentally ill and unable to get any co-operation from authorities, 
took their lives. 


There are many other important issues that the Canadian 
health care system has to come to terms with as a result of the 


2 


environmentally sensitive coming out of the closet, such as 
research, provincial health care delivery, and so on. But I hope 
you will share my feeling that unless problematic attitudes are 
addressed, all these other issues will be more difficult to get 
action on. I trust you have had this experience. 


While it is important that Mr. Beatty hear from as many 
groups as possible, it is also important that the groups share 
some common goals and strategy if we are to make the most of this 
"consultation" process. As someone who has worked more or less 
full time lobbying these issues federally, I would be happy to 
provide more information about the lay of the land in the 
capital. 


You might consider copying your letter to Mr. Beatty to just 
a few of the many others who have been key in moving the issue 
forward, You may wish to send the copy with a short thanks to: 


Dr. Bruce Halliday, M.P., 

Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Human Rights, Past Chairman, Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Health and Welfare, 
House of Commons, 

Ottawa. KIA OAG 


Mr. Max Yalden, 

Chief Commissioner, 

Canadian Human Rights Commission, 
13th fl- 320 Queen St., 

Ottawa. X1A 1E] 


The Hon Alan Redway, P.C., M.P., 
Minister of State (Housing), 
House of Commons, 

Ottawa. KIA OA6 


Charles Caccia, M.P., 

Former Liberal Environment Minister, 
House of Commons, 

Ottawa. KIA OA6 


Rey Pagtakhan, M.P. 

Associate Liberal Health Critic 
House of Commons, 

Ottawa. KIA OA6 


Sheila Copps, M.P. 

Former Liberal Health Spokesperson 
House of Commons 

Ottawa K1A OA6 


Joy Langan, M.P. 
NDP Social Affairs Critic, 
House of Commons, 
Ottawa. KIA OA6 


Nancy Lawand, 

Executive Director, 

Secretariat Responsible for the Status of 
Disabled Persons, Secretary of State, 

13th floor, Jules Leger Building, 

Ottawa. K1A OM5 


Please remember Health and Welfare is NOT responsible for 
health care delivery. Areas of responsibility they have 
acknowledged that relate to environmental sensitivity include: 


1) control of chemicals in air, food, and water, 
2) advisor on health implications of 1), 
3) federal employees health care and compensation. 


Like any of us, they are responsible for the consequences of 
their own actions, of course, which is why an appeal based on 
righting their past indiscretions has moral and political weight. 
Seeing as Health and Welfare helped create the mess we're in, 
surely Mr. Beatty should direct his officials to help us out. 
Most people who've put forward the concern have mentioned public 
education, and education in the health communities, as being our 
number one requirement. (Perhaps you would like to re-inforce 
that view?) 


If you would like further information please give me a call, 
or write. I have four years experience using video jn community 
animation and social action processes, five years as a TV 
journalist with CBC in Ottawa, and four years working more or 
less full time successfully lobbying the federal government on 
human rights issues relating to environmental sensitivity, during 
which time I have supported myself with media consulting 
contracts, 


Good luck. Don't forget, they put up six million to save 
beluga whales in the Montreal Basin...we should be worth at least 
as much...It might be a good idea to copy all correspondence 
sent to Mr. Beatty to the other groups listed below, as I have. 


Sincerely, 


Chris Brown 


(613) 837 7173 


Allergy and Environmental Sensitivity Society 
Box 685 

Lower Sackville 

Nova Scotia Bac 1M1 


Advocacy Group for the Environmentally Sensitive 
706-1450 Sheppard Ave. W. 

Downsview 

Ontario M3M 2X1 


Allergy Foundation of Canada 
Box 1904 Saskatoon 
Saskatchewan S7K 355 


Candida Research Foundation 
598 St. Clair Ave. W. 
Toronto 

Ontario M6C 1A6 


Clean Air Environmental Allergy Society 
Box 46633, Stn G 

Vancouver 

British Columbia VOR 4K8 


Small and Associates 

(authors: Healthy Environments for Canadians) 
RR 1 

Goodwood 

Ontario LOC 1A0 


Society for Clinical Ecology and Environmental Medicine 
c/o Dr. John Molot 
309-185 Somerset W. 
Ottawa 

Ontario K2P OJ1 


Allergy and Environmental Health Association 
President, Ed Lowans 

RR 1 Caledon East 

Ontario LON 1EO 


Parents of the Environmentally Sensitive, 
Box 434 Stn R 

Toronto, 

Ontario M4G 4C3 


Jacky Roddy, AEHAO 
10 George St. N 
Cambridge, 

Ontario N1S 2M7 


Based 
On The 
Landmark 
New Jersey 
osures is the most » Department 
vimilestoneinthe ©», Of Health 


TOrder Chemical Exposures Today at the NCEHS Special Member's Discount Price of $14.50. If you are not yet an NCEHS 

| Member, Join Now to Qualify: 

| [1 Yes, Send me Chemical Exposures at the NCEHS Special Total Amount Enclosed $ Po 
Member's Price of $14.50. As a bonus, send me a FREE NCEHS 


seo Name 


Sign me up as an NCEHS Member. This qualifies me for the 

Member's Price of $14.50 for Chemical Exposures as well as Address 
one year of NCEHS's Newsletter, The Delicate Balance. 

Memberships: $15-Individual, $10-Fixed income, ; 
$25-Professional, Business, Organizations and Institutions City State Zip 


[_] Send me Chemical Exposures at the non-member's price of Phone 
$16.00. 
| Send orders to NCEHS, 1100 Rural Ave., Voorhees, NJ 08043, (609) 429-5358. NU Residents add 7% sales tax, excluding Membership Fee. Canadian orders acd 
‘ae Foreign orders by approval. U.S. Funds. Make check or money order to NCE one week of receipt. 


